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The Lord your God is giving you rest...

Smoking charcoal mixed with the aroma of a
scorched sparkler scented the backyard air as the
neighborhood children furtively cast mini firecrackers
at one another. Patriotic songs rang higher than the
trees and red, white and blue colored the awnings on
the whole block. As night fell, everyone gathered in
the parking lot to watch the city fireworks ascend to
what seemed to be just below the Little Dipper. It was
grand. That was a typical July 4th celebration when |
was a boy back in upstate New
York. Independence Day cele-
brations always left a deep im-
pression on me. | loved my
country and the people who
made it possible.
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I would discover the true signifi-
cance of those fireworks and
backyard barbecues. How won-
derful it was and is that we can
gather together with family and
friends to play, laugh, eat, sing
and pray and have not so much
as a thought that it should be forbidden. The essence
of the United States of America is honestly reflected in
the Day of Independence and the Day of the Lord,
July 4 & 5. That essence is family and worship.

The freedom we should rightly celebrate is not so
much the freedom to choose which condiment to put
on our hotdogs but the freedom to become what we
are created to be. When God freed Israel from Egypt
he first led them through the desert to purify them of
the idolatry they learned from their Egyptian masters,
then he brought them to the Promised Land. In that
land the Israelites were to prepare a proper setting for
the eventual coming of the Messiah. From that paltry
stretch of hills and rifts the grace of the Holy Spirit was
unleashed unto the world out of the pierced side of
Jesus Christ. We Americans, unlike any other civiliza-
tion in history, have the freedom to embrace that gift
of the Holy Spirit and to pass it on to our children.
That is what we celebrate on July 4th: that we are free

to become children of God.

Whenever anyone is baptized the Kingdom of
God is planted within him and, like any seed, it needs
the space, sunlight and nourishment to grow. America
is the soil that provides the space for the Kingdom to
grow within us, while the Church provides the nourish-
ment. In other terms, the significance of July 4th is

that it empowers us to be here on July 5, in the super-

natural garden of the Church
where we can worship the Father
as he should be worshiped, free
from fear and the shadow of
death.

One hundred, seventy-
eight years ago, a Frenchmen
named Alexis de Tocqueville vis-
ited the United States and wrote
a book about American culture
and politics titled Democracy in
| America. In the book Toc-
queville wrote that "the religious
atmosphere of the country was
the first thing that struck me on
arrival in the United States." Tocqueville rightly ob-
served that American freedom and republican spirit
were tied to religion. So much so did Tocqueville be-
lieve this that he could write:

It should therefore be the unceasing object of the legisla-
tors of democracies and of all the virtuous and enlightened
men who live there to raise the souls of their fellow citizens and
keep them lifted up towards heaven. It is necessary that all
who feel an interest in the future destinies of democratic soci-
ety should unite, and that all should make joint and continual
efforts to diffuse the love of the infinite, lofty aspirations, and a
love of pleasures not of earth. If among the opinions of a de-
mocratic people any of those pernicious theories exist which
tend to inculcate that all perishes with the body, let men by
whom such theories are professed be marked as the natural
foes of the whole people.

Our freedom is not for licentiousness but for wor-
ship. We are free to become a Eucharistic people.
That is a celebration worth having and a right worth
fighting for.

Deacon Michael

...and has granted you this landoshua 1:13
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for the Week

Sunday, July 5, 2009

7:00 a.m. AEd Hart

8:30 a.m. In Honor of the Holy Spirit

10:00 a.m. For the Parishioners

12:00 p.m. A Charles Talano

5:10 p.m. A Henry Maest as

Monday, July 6, 2009
7:00 a.m. A Mary Pazar
11:30 a.m. AMr. & Mrs. Joe Tamburelli

Tuesday, July 7, 2009
7:00 a.m. AGeorge Bennestel
11:30 a.m. A Lisa Scholl-Petronella

Wednesday, July 8, 2009
7:00 a.m. A Alice Lum Lung
11:30 a.m. For Dorothy Willets

Thursday, July 9, 2QO9
7:00 a.m. AE. L. & Susie Riley
11:30 a.m. For St. Michael & the Angels

Friday, July 10, 2009
7:00 a.m. A Alice Lum Lung
11:30 a.m. For Dorothy Willets

Saturday, July 11, 2009

8:00 a.m. AMr. Michele DeVivo
4:00 p.m. ARose & Anthony DelLuzio

Please pray for the repose

of the soul
Of Mary A. Shaffer

PRAY FOR THE SICK MEMBERS OF OUR PARISH
Viola Carroll, Alma Garnet, lda Johnson,
Rose Moyer, David Resendez,
Jose Calvo Romero, Robert Shepard

PRAY FOR ALL OUR SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN

Spc. Warren Baker, U.S. Army, Iraq; Major Patrick Brennan, U.S.

Army, Afghanistan; Lt. David Bopp, 82nd Airborne Ranger, Iraq;

Lt. Michael Burns, U.S. Army, Iraq; Claudette Cordillo, U.S. Navy,
Daugherty,

Il rag; Spec. Christopher
tant; Lance Corp. John Doody; Sgt. David Hoch, Army Stryker
Brigade; Captain Leo Moras; Jimmy Portillo, U.S. Army, Iraq; 1st

Lt. Kelly M. Soich, WY Air Nat. Guard; Lt. Corp. Taylor Vohs, Iraq
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Holy Ghost News

Mission Appeal
Next Weekend With
Blessed Sacrament

Congregation
Next weekend we welcome Rev. Uthariyana-
t han Aroki asamy, SSS, (

Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament. He comes
to Holy Ghost as part of the Missionary Coopera-
tive Plan that takes place each year in all the Arch-
dioceses and Dioceses of our country. Americans
have been generous in supporting the missionary
efforts of various religious groups during special
appeals each year.

The Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament
does evangelization work in much of Asia, espe-
cially in Sri Lanka, India, Vietham and the Philip-
pines as well as in the African countries of Congo
and Uganda.

Please offer Fr. Nathan your attention next
weekend when he speaks to us about the work of
the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament in vari-
ous missionary lands and how your support in the
special mission cooperative collection next week-
end will make a difference to many people around
the world.

Ladies of Charity Collection

This weekend, July 4th and 5th , the Ladies of
Charity mont hly coll ect
Social Ministry office. Needed items include travel
size toiletries; disposable razors, small tubes of
toothpaste, and toothbrushes are particularly
needed. Thank you for your generosity!

Due to the holiday weekend,
Blood Pressure Check Sunday

Will be held next Sunday, July 12th

U.S. Army, Chapl ainds
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Congratulations!

Weddings

Gabriel Muniz & Christina Castro

Witnessed by:Deacon Vernon:Rompot, KHS
On' Saturday, July 4, 2009
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Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time July 5, 2009

Guadalupe Pilgrimage Nunc Coepi &Now | begin

The pilgrimage to Guadalupe has been resched-
uled to October 5-10, 20009.
Cost of the pilgrimage led by Fr.
Jeremy Paulin, OMV, and Fr.
Greg Cleveland, OMV, is still
$1,795.00 p.p.,, d.o. and in-
cludes airfare, taxes, hotel, most
meals, transportation, guided
sightseeing and daily Mass.

For more information and regis-
tration, contact Fr. Jeremy Pau- )
lin, OMV at 303-292-1556, ext. 21 or e-mail to Fr. Bruno Lanteri, OMV

jdpaulinomv@gmail.com. 250th Anniversary 1759-2009

Know well what it is
that God desires,

S0 as not to labor uselessly.
Otherwise, we take a path
that God does not will, we err,
we labor greatly,
we profit nothing.

Softball Team Update

The fAHol-Bu Gthersstd softball team continues to hone
Tournament set for August 29-30.

Practices are held at the City Park ball diamonds on the corner of Colorado Blvd. and 23rd Ave. All prac-
tices begin at 6:30 p.m. and will take place on July 9th, 15th, 23rd, 28th and August 6th, 11th, 19th, and
27th. Please check your calendars as practice dates are on different days of the week!

For more information or questions, contact Lisa Wrona at lisawrona@gmail.com. Go busters!

Religious Education News

Youth Programs For all those interested in inquiring about the

Childrendés Library Gatholic ©Shurch or who have not yet completed
Sundays, June 28 & August 9 their Christian initiation, the Rite of Christian Ini-

OQur Childrends Library (‘ﬂjaéi&rbof @drulgsv(l?qﬁ Es tg%péf_l?ﬁ,ﬁ ngH"

grades K through 8 with fun, fact-filled books 15 setto beginonities.

on the Catholic faith and experience. The pro- Adult Faith Formation
gram will conclude with a celebration on Sunday, =
August 9. ASpl endor of the
Wednesdays, Jul. 29 & Aug. 19
Totus Tuus, 2009 6:30 to 8:30 p.m
July 198 July 24 We will discuss the CH

This youth program for grades 7 -12 will take
place July 19-23, from 6 to 9:30 p.m. The pro-
gram for children grades 1-6 will meet in the
Church hall from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., July 20- 24.

and what Divine Revelation tells us about the hu-
man person and how to become happy and holy.

To reserve your space for the RCIA meet-

ing, NnNSplendor of the Tr
RCIA i nformati on on children
Tuesdays, July 28 & Aug. 25,7 1 8 p.m. contact Deacon Michael Warren, OMV, at 303 -
AiFor this | was born and2921856, ext.n8 6r e ImailcDeavEn Michael at
into the world, to testify to the truth. mwarren@omvusa.org

Everyone who belongs to the truth listens
to my voice.o0 (Jn 18:37)
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Parish Picnic June 27, 2009




